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Dyslexia Definition

BDA Definition (2008)

yslexisis a specificlearningdisabilitywhich affectsthe development
of reading writing and associated skills, and most probably are
presentwith the individual from birth and stayswith him/her for life.
) Odh&acterized by difficulties in phonological processing, rapid
namingspeed,working memory, speedof information processingand
automatic development of skills (automaticity) which does not
commensuratewith intellectualabilities of the dyslexicindividual

) Quéud@llydifficult to teach dyslexicsusingconventionalmethods but
Its negative conseguencescan be alleviated by specialistteaching
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dyslexia friendly society that enables
dyslexic people of all ages to reach their
full potential.

The BDA's National Helpline is:
E [+ 084525190020

BDA News:

+ BDA Music Event "Music Teaching and
Dyslexia: Practical Insights”.

+ BDA International Conference: Beyond
Boundaries.

+ Kara Tointon. Don't Call Me Stupid.
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Dyslexia - Definitions

From Greek:

dys= difficulty

lexia= words




Specific Learning Disabilities

(yspraxia \Dysgraphia

Qscalculia




Reading sub-skills

 Mapping the sounds with their
representative symbols

Sl [0 S ol=lele 2 Fluency= reading accuracy + reading speed

 The purpose of reading



Dyslexia from birth

Bad teaching does not cause
Developmental Dyslexia vs. EEREEEEEERTERES
Acquired Dyslexia,
Changing schools and educational systems do r
cause It,
Bad parenting and lack of nursery do not cause

Dyslexia Is not your fault, but it Is your proble




Dyslexia during the life span
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brain,

Dyslexia is intrinsic (Not caused by spoken language,
educational system or sensory deficit or lack of
educational opportunities),

Negative consequences of dyslexia end with appropriat
assessment and intervention. Individuals can still enjoy
other characteristics specially information processing st

Dyslexia is individual




Normal distribution of mental abilities

4 Is LD = Slow Learner? )




Normal distribution of mental abilities
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Dyslexia




Early Signs

Latein learning to talk, especially in making
sentences,;

Late In speaking clearlyconfusion about sounds
may persist beyond four years old,;

Not very interested ilisteningto stories, although
he may love to turn the pages and look at the
pictures;

Not very interested Iin nursery rhymes and sounc
games;



Early Signs

_ateIn managing to dress himself and to do up
puttons or buckles;

Poor sense of time; difficulties with the idea of
yesterday, next week, beyond about four years old;
Difficulties in activities requiring physical co
ordination, such as hopping, catching a ball or using
knife and fork, pencil or scissors (though some
dyslexics are very skillful at these activities);

Difficulty in learning common seguences, such as
days of the week.




Signs after starting school

Difficulties in learning to read. He may cope witl
early work, If he Is learning to recognize whole
words and then begin to struggle as he needs t«
work out new words;

Difficulties In learning to write and spell;
Difficulties In learning by heart, e.g., months of
the year, or songs and rhymes and later,
multiplication tables;

Reluctance to go to schopl



Signs after starting school

Developmentof behaviour problems,
such as tantrums, or becoming
withdrawn or tearful;

He may appear unable to concentrate
isten well In class;

Poor memory.



Older children

Persistingdifficulties in learning spellings, tables,
etc.,

Unable to do homework in the time allowed,;

He may come home unsure about his homeworl
task, or without the right book;

He may be doing much better in clagsrk than in
exams;

Reluctance to read,;



Older children

Greatdifficulty in writing, such as essays;

Poor spelling;

He may spend a long time learning for a test, bu
still do badly;

Children with dyslexia are puzzling, to their pare
and to their teachers. Often they appear (becaus
they are) much more able than their work
suggests.



Common characteristics of dyslexia

Oral language

Latelearning to talk and difficulty pronouncing
words;

Difficulty acquiring vocabulary or using age
appropriate grammar:

Difficulty following directions as well as confusiol
with before/after, right/leftand so on;

Difficulty learning the alphabet, nursery rhymes,
songs and difficulty understanding concepts and
relationships;

Difficulty with word retrieval or naming problems



Difficulty learning to read,;
Difficulty identifying or generating rhyming words
or counting syllables in wordglionological

awarenesh
Difficulty with hearing and manipulating sounds |

words phonemic awarenejls
Difficulty distinguishing different sounds in words

(phonological processing
Difficulty in learning the sounds of letters

(phonicy;



Reading

Difficulty remembering names and shapes of
letters, or naming letters rapidly;

Transposinghe order of letters when reading or
spelling;

Misreadingor omitting common short words and
O000iI Al Abo OEOIT OCE 111
Poorreading comprehension during oral or silent
reading, often because words are not accurately
read as well as slow and laborious oral reading.



Written language

Difficulty putting ideas on paper with many spelling
mistakes;

Maydo well on weekly spelling tests, but may have mar
spelling mistakes in daily work;

Difficulty proofreading.
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Memory related problems

Poor verbal working memory (manifests In
difficulties remembering times table, days of the
week,monthsof the year, 3 etc).




Organization related difficulties

Poororganizationalstrategies,

Poortime table organization,poor organizationof
nomeworkandother relatedlearningtools




Movement related difficulties

Difficultiesin carryingout taskswhichrequirecoordinationbetween
eye and hands(shoelace, button shirts, getting dressedevenuntil

olderage,
Clumsy




Speech related difficulties

Mixing similarsounds,

Poorability of pronunciationsometimes,
Poor blending and poor word attack
skills,

Poor naming speed (objects, letters,
coloursandnumbers)



Secondary characteristics

Associated difficulties:
Depression
Anxiety
Self-esteem
School phobia or refusal
Peer relationships

Emotional behavioural difficulties (EBD)
Co-morbidities



Dyslexia is individual

Every child with dyslexia i1s unique and
different. Symptomsof dyslexiavary from one
student to the other. What might be clear
symptoms among some dyslexic students
might not be the same with others. Also the
degreeof severity might vary from one to the
other.



Dyslexia and Information Processing

Dyslexiadoes not affect literacy only but extendsto cover other
aspectsrelated to the learning processand how information are
organized and processedin the brain. Dyslexiais essentially a
processingdisorder as studentswith dyslexiamight adopt unusual
pathwaysandbrainareasto procesanformation.




The following difficulties can occur concurrently with
dyslexia:

Dyscalculia specific difficulty with the concept of number (NB
people with dyslexia may experience difficulties with Maths as
result of their condition)

Dysgraphia- specific difficulty with handwriting

Dyspraxia specific difficulty with balance, orientation &
movement



