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Dyslexia ï how can parents provide help at home? 



ÁBDA Definition (2008) 
ȰDyslexia is a specific learning disability which affects the development 
of reading, writing and associated skills, and most probably are 
present with the individual from birth and stays with him/her for life. 
)ÔȭÓ characterized by difficulties in phonological processing, rapid 
naming speed, working memory, speed of information processing, and 
automatic development of skills (automaticity) which does not 
commensurate with intellectual abilities of the dyslexic individual.  
)ÔȭÓ usually difficult to teach dyslexics using conventional methods but 
its negative consequences can be alleviated by specialist teaching 
ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÍÅȱ.   

 
 



 



From Greek:  
 

dys = difficulty 
 

lexia = words 



SpLds 

Dyslexia 

Dysgraphia 

Dyscalculia 

Dyspraxia 

AD(H)D 



Reading 
Accuracy 

ɆMapping the sounds with their 
representative symbols 

Reading Speed ɆFluency= reading accuracy + reading speed 

Reading 
Comprehension 

ɆThe purpose of reading 



ÁBad teaching does not cause it, 
ÁDevelopmental Dyslexia vs.  
Acquired Dyslexia, 
ÁChanging schools and educational systems do not 

cause it, 
ÁBad parenting and lack of nursery do not cause it, 

 

Dyslexia is not your fault, but it is your problem 

 



Á$ÙÓÌÅØÉÁ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ Á ȰÄÉÓÅÁÓÅȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÎÏ ȰÃÕÒÅȱȟ 
 

Á$ÙÓÌÅØÉÁ ÉÓ Á ȰÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȱ ÉÎ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
brain, 
 

ÁDyslexia is intrinsic (Not caused by spoken language, or 
educational system or sensory deficit or lack of 
educational opportunities), 
 

ÁNegative consequences of dyslexia end with appropriate 
assessment and intervention. Individuals can still enjoy 
other characteristics specially information processing style   

 Dyslexia is individual 

 



 

    

Is LD = Slow Learner?

АЂмϦвЮϜ дв пЯКϒ мϒ АЂмϦв аЯЛϦЮϜ ϤϝϠмЛЊ рмϺ оϸЮ ̭ϝЪϺЮϜ ЬϸЛв

Slow 
Learn

er



 

LDs

Slow 

learner

Mild 

mental 

retardation

Severe 

mental 

retardation
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ĺ...

    Dyslexia



ÁLate in learning to talk, especially in making 
sentences; 
ÁLate in speaking clearly ɀ confusion about sounds 

may persist beyond four years old; 
ÁNot very interested in listening to stories, although 

he may love to turn the pages and look at the 
pictures; 
ÁNot very interested in nursery rhymes and sound 

games;  



ÁLate in managing to dress himself and to do up 
buttons or buckles; 

ÁPoor sense of time; difficulties with the idea of 
yesterday, next week, beyond about four years old; 

ÁDifficulties in activities requiring physical co-
ordination, such as hopping, catching a ball or using a 
knife and fork, pencil or scissors (though some 
dyslexics are very skillful at these activities); 

ÁDifficulty in learning common sequences, such as 
days of the week.    



ÁDifficulties in learning to read. He may cope with 
early work, if he is learning to recognize whole 
words and then begin to struggle as he needs to 
work out new words; 
ÁDifficulties in learning to write and spell; 
ÁDifficulties in learning by heart, e.g., months of 

the year, or songs and rhymes and later, 
multiplication tables; 
ÁReluctance to go to school; 



ÁDevelopment of behaviour problems, 
such as tantrums, or becoming 
withdrawn or tearful; 
ÁHe may appear unable to concentrate or 

listen well in class; 
ÁPoor memory.   

 



ÁPersisting difficulties in learning spellings, tables, 
etc.; 
ÁUnable to do homework in the time allowed; 
ÁHe may come home unsure about his homework 

task, or without the right book; 
ÁHe may be doing much better in class-work than in 

exams;  
ÁReluctance to read; 

 



ÁGreat difficulty in writing, such as essays;  
ÁPoor spelling; 
ÁHe may spend a long time learning for a test, but 

still do badly; 
ÁChildren with dyslexia are puzzling, to their parents 

and to their teachers. Often they appear (because 
they are) much more able than their work 
suggests.     

 



ÁLate learning to talk and difficulty pronouncing 
words;  
ÁDifficulty acquiring vocabulary or using age 

appropriate grammar:  
ÁDifficulty following directions as well as confusion 

with before/after, right/left, and so on;  
ÁDifficulty learning the alphabet, nursery rhymes, or 

songs and difficulty understanding concepts and 
relationships;  
ÁDifficulty with word retrieval or naming problems.  

 



ÁDifficulty learning to read;  
ÁDifficulty identifying or generating rhyming words, 

or counting syllables in words (phonological 
awareness);  
ÁDifficulty with hearing and manipulating sounds in 

words (phonemic awareness);  
ÁDifficulty distinguishing different sounds in words 

(phonological processing);  
ÁDifficulty in learning the sounds of letters 

(phonics);  



ÁDifficulty remembering names and shapes of 
letters, or naming letters rapidly;  
ÁTransposing the order of letters when reading or 

spelling;  
ÁMisreading or omitting common short words and 
ȰÓÔÕÍÂÌÅÓȱ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÌÏÎÇÅÒ ×ÏÒÄÓȠ  
ÁPoor reading comprehension during oral or silent 

reading, often because words are not accurately 
read as well as slow and laborious oral reading.  

 



ÁDifficulty putting ideas on paper with many spelling 
mistakes;  

ÁMay do well on weekly spelling tests, but may have many 
spelling mistakes in daily work;  

ÁDifficulty proofreading.  
 



ÁPoor verbal working memory (manifests in 
difficulties remembering times table, days of the 
week, months of the year, ȣetc). 

 



ÁPoor organizational strategies, 
ÁPoor time table organization, poor organization of 

homework and other related learning tools  

 



Á Difficulties in carrying out tasks which require coordination between 
eye and hands (shoe lace, button shirts, getting dressed even until 
older age, 

Á Clumsy.   



ÁMixing similar sounds, 
ÁPoor ability of pronunciation sometimes, 
ÁPoor blending and poor word attack 

skills, 
ÁPoor naming speed (objects, letters, 

colours and numbers).   



Associated difficulties: 
ÁDepression 
ÁAnxiety 
ÁSelf-esteem 
ÁSchool phobia or refusal 
ÁPeer relationships 
ÁEmotional behavioural difficulties (EBD) 
ÁCo-morbidities 



Every child with dyslexia is unique and 
different. Symptoms of dyslexia vary from one 
student to the other. What might be clear 
symptoms among some dyslexic students 
might not be the same with others. Also the 
degree of severity might vary from one to the 
other.    



Á Dyslexia does not affect literacy only but extends to cover other 
aspects related to the learning process and how information are 
organized and processed in the brain. Dyslexia is essentially a 
processing disorder as students with dyslexia might adopt unusual 
pathways and brain areas to process information.  

 
 



ÁThe following difficulties can occur concurrently with 
dyslexia: 
 

�ƒ Dyscalculia - specific difficulty with the concept of number (NB 
people with dyslexia may experience difficulties with Maths as a 
result of their condition) 

 

�ƒ Dysgraphia - specific difficulty with handwriting 

 

�ƒ Dyspraxia - specific difficulty with balance, orientation & 
movement 

 


